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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To prevent the lateral running of a copy product by a method 
wherein key data and coded predetermined data are read from the ink ribbon 
cassette mounted on the main body of a recording apparatus to be decoded and it 
is judged whether the cassette is an imitation, from the constitution of the 
decoded data and predetermined processing is performed corresponding to the 
judge result. 

CONSTITUTION: A memory 2 and a serial/parallel converter (S/P converter) 3 
are provided to an ink ribbon cassette 1 . A microprocessor 6 reads the bit 
arrangement data stored n the predetermined address of the memory 2 through an 
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interface circuit 8. Next, the memory data of the memory 2 coded and made 
parallel by the S/P converter 3 is successively read. Subsequently, 
corresponding to the previously read bit arrangement data, the order of the bit 
arrangement of the inputted coded data is rearranged to the original order to 
decode data . Next, it is investigated whether the constitution of the decoded 
data is proper. When the constitution of the decoded data is improper, display 
to the effect that the use of the cassette is prohibited is performed on a 
display device 9 and, thereafter, recording operation is prohibited. 
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